
LD 2141 – Themes and Sample Testimony – Lake Protection Coalition 

Themes for Compelling Testimony for LD 2141: At recent advocacy trainings hosted by the 

LPC, participants discussed how to craft testimony to convince legislators that lakes need the 

kind of funding provided by LD 2141. These themes emerged: 

●​ Mainers like to spend wisely. It is less expensive to keep lakes healthy than to remediate 

a lake with water quality declines.  

●​ Increasing the resiliency of lakes today - with projects that reduce erosion and runoff - is 

an investment against threats from climate change (warmer waters, bigger storms, etc.) 

●​ Extreme weather events (e.g., droughts, heavy storms) exacerbate water quality issues 

(algae, metaphyton, cyanobacteria) and are expected to continue to impact our lakes. 

●​ Lakes are valued at more than $14 billion annually. Clean, clear water is a major driver 

of our recreation and outdoor economies– benefiting anglers, marinas, and many others. 

●​ Lake properties contribute disproportionately to municipal budgets. Declines in water 

quality put that revenue at risk.  

●​ Lakes belong to, and benefit, all the people of Maine. Communities with fewer resources 

are unable to raise funds to protect lakes that belong to all. 

●​ Community groups and lake associations raise millions in private funds to protect public 

resources. This level of fundraising is not sustainable in the face of growing challenges 

to lake health. 

●​ Federal funding that supports clean lakes in Maine is in jeopardy and may disappear. 

●​ Funding will come from unredeemed bottle deposits, so there is no cost to Mainers  

●​ Many communities have completed watershed surveys to identify sources of pollution, 

but need funding to implement remediation projects.  

●​ LD 2141 can leverage private funding by providing matching grants, thereby 

encouraging more collaboration between the state and the private sector. 

●​ The Maine DEP works hard to protect lakes and support lake groups, but they are 

underfunded and understaffed. This funding could create one or more positions at the 

agency to support lake protection work. 

●​ The capacity to enforce existing shoreline zoning restrictions that protect water quality is 

severely limited and needs to be addressed; more staff and more funding are needed. 

●​ Many septic systems around lakes are reaching the end of their lives; funding to help 

repair and replace septics would be incredibly timely. 
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Ideas for Testimony Content: 

●​ Look for the hook in the story you share – money, children, family, grandchildren, loons, 

boating, swimming, etc. Share an experience or passion. 

●​ Share concrete examples of how lake funding could be used: Implementation of Best 

Management Practices (often a result of a LakeSmart evaluation); culvert and stream 

crossing improvements, etc. Note that funds cannot be used for invasive species work. 

●​ Insert a picture into written testimony, or bring one to pass to committee members. 

Pictures can convey messages about lake health that words often cannot. 

●​ Share your own story – what is your relationship and role in the community? What have 

you seen or what has changed, and how does that impact you? 

●​ Share successes and positive impact – highlight what you’ve done for your lake with 

limited funding, and ask the committee to imagine what could be done with more.    

 

Excerpts from Sample Testimony for Past Lake Funding Bills:  
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 Excerpts from Sample Testimony for Past Lake Funding Bills (cont’d): 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 


